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Call for Abstracts
The increase in nature, freestyle or alternative activities since the 1970s in Europe and North
America has been the subject of numerous studies1. From recreational activities to outdoor
sports, numerous definitions have emerged, provoking intellectual debate in France and
internationally. Several of these terminologies underline the renewed linkages between sport
and tourism2. The name “action sports,” for which this conference invites particular reflection,
is distinguished by its recent development in the literature. Bennett & Lachowetz3 have defined
actions sports as a collection of eclectic, risky, individual and alternative sporting activities.
This concise conceptualisation allows for the inclusion of surfing, skateboarding, BMX,
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wakeboarding, and even motocross. Rather than giving an immutable and personal definition
of these diverse sporting practices, Thorpe & Wheaton 4 focus on the context of these practices,
as well as the individual character of these unique activities. These authors refer to the
community spirit embedded within a counter-cultural expression juxtaposed to an overly
"rationalized, technologized, bureaucratized" world5. Beginning in the 1960s, the popularity
and expansion of these activities led them to be distinguished from other traditional and
dominant sports and their defining criteria. Thus, these "action sports" have emerged as a
collection of cultural forms shared both by the world of "sport" and that of "alternative"
practices, further interrogating the growing sportivization of physical practices worldwide. Our
understanding of culture must take these social practices into account. For example, how do
these distinct “bodily” practices evolve? What do they have in common and how do they acquire
"social" legitimacy and corresponding sub-cultures?

Industry and techniques of action sports in the dynamics of tourism
This first focus area of exploration is to study the role of stakeholders and organizations
involved within this unique sporting industry. After the development of such sporting cultures,
such as surfing, bungee jumping and snowboarding, nicknamed in France les années fun6 and
in North America extreme sports7, the modern passion for these outdoor activities has expanded
to become a fast growing industry. This industry includes manufacturers, suppliers, and various
distribution channels. The industry seeks investment funds for further growth. Clubs, athletes
or consumers have led to the commercialization of these action sports, altering their meaning
and cultural development. This area of focus therefore invites reflections on the multiple
economic indicators surrounding the production, consumption and distribution of sporting
goods in this particular field, with particular emphasis on their histories, social contexts and
cultural resonance in France and in Europe, as well as the role of sport in this increasingly
“capitalist” universe. The aim is to understand the issues and particularities of these emergent
activities and their material and social relations.

Management and marketing logics of action sports in tourism development
In this second area of exploration, we seek scholars to analyse the strategies and development
brands and market share in this emerging industry. As defined by several authors8 : sport
marketing is a section under marketing which concentrates on the promotion and advertisement
of Sports teams and sports events in addition to the promotion of merchandises and services in
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the Sports world. In connection with the work that we carry out within the organizing team9,
there are many perspectives to pursue. This may involve addressing the many activities that
comprise the management of this commercial enterprise: setting prices, monitoring sales trends,
collecting information on customers and suppliers within a given market. Likewise, this focus
area seeks to understand the multiple steps taken to create new and emerging markets, such as
the techniques and strategies developed by brands to determine market demand (market
research and communication, distribution, customer relations). This also includes mechanisms
introduced to influence consumer behavior for increased market growth of a particular product.

Epistemology and definition of the links between action sports and tourism
The third area of exploration of the IRNIST Conference is part of a renewed epistemological
reflection across disciplines and between different theoretical trends in the field. This focus area
concerns critical studies surrounding the existence and emergence of new knowledge related to
the concept of action sport, between sport and tourism10 and the debates about the sport tourism
concept11. We invite participants to analyze the processes of conceptual construction and
deconstruction and the production of theory to rigorously assess epistemological validity and
research limitations. This includes a reflection on the principles, methods, values and
consequences connected to emerging concepts of action sport and cultural meaning. Proposals
should attempt to understand these two concepts jointly in order to highlight their progressive
hybridity, their unique identities and mutual relationship. This third area of focus therefore
proposes to pay particular attention, in an epistemological approach, to the concept of sport and
culture, as well as to the social and material aspects at this unique nexus.

Sports tourism and action sports within small island territories
The objective of this research area is to analyse the contribution of sports tourism and action
sports to sustainable local development in several small island territories or archipelagos around
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the world. In this way, this focus area aims to fill a gap in the literature of sports tourism12 and
sustainable development13. The definition of "islands", "small states" or "island territories" for this
project will be understood as a common set of geographical and topographical features spread over
several oceans and seas. Islands are also characterized by a common history of colonialism, cultural and
social independence and codependence framed by neoliberal policies of capital accumulation and linear
models of development14. This focus of the 8th IRNIST Conference, in conjunction with the book project
on this theme15, seeks to challenge these models and provide innovative practices that are more inclusive,
culturally sensitive, with a focus on promoting authentic and intentional sustainable development. The
site or geographic location accounts for different modalities of activities, including surfing, paragliding,
funboarding and other action sports. The articulation of local, regional, national, and international
stakeholders in these sport tourism destinations or sites determines the contextual meaning of
governance and the types of collaboration, planning, and implementation, particularly with respect to
promoting local sustainable development. This process of articulation within the sport tourism sector
therefore draws on the spatial, historical, socio-economic and political dimensions of sport tourism and
sustainable development. This area of focus will aim to propose a theoretical and empirical review,
presenting multiple case studies and a critical discussion on the relationship between tourism and sport
in the context of small island territories and genuine sustainable development.
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Award for the Best Presentation by a Doctoral Student
The prize for the best presentation by a doctoral student will be awarded at the end of the
conference. The jury will be composed of esteemed scholars in the field of sports tourism.

Publishing Post Conference

We are currently working with Annals of Leisure Research to
organize a special issue based on the conference papers.
The ISSN of the journal is 11745398, 21596816, and it is
covering the subject related to Cultural Studies (Q1);
Geography, Planning and Development (Q2); Social
Psychology (Q2); Tourism, Leisure and Hospitality
Management (Q2). It is published by Routledge.

Inscriptions and Practical information: Follow soon.
Teaser : https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcWVzTBUO0Q

Abstract submission :
Proposals for oral presentations should be submitted by February 15th 2022 to the
following address: IRNIST2022@u-bordeaux.fr
Email should include Abstract submission in the subject.
Proposals should include the title, the list of authors, their institutional affiliations, their
contact details and an abstract no longer than 600 words, with theoretical framework,
method and main results (in Word DOC or DOCX). Text must be in 12-point Times Roman.
Language: British or American English.
2 or 3 references, follow the guidelines in the Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Association (www.apastyle.org/pubmanual.html).
For further information, please contact :
Pierre Durand, pierre.durand@u-bordeaux.fr, University of Bordeaux
Co-head of local organisation of IRNIST Conference 2022.
Claude Sobry, claude.sobry@univ-lille.fr, University of Lille Nord de France
President of the International Research Network in Sport Tourism (IRNIST)
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